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Arabs had presumed to offer us any offensive language, or
otherwise disgust us, and particularly if our conductor had
complied with his obligation, being sensible of the hospitable
regard that is due to strangers, and had himself been watchful
of our welfare; to which fine speech we answered that
nothing had been amiss and expressed ourselves infinitely
obliged for the attention and care his example had procured
us from the Arabs. But the good Shaick seemed little
pleased at the bare exchange of compliments, and manifested
that he expected a more substantial acknowledgment; which
being told us by Hodgee Saluk, we replied, as to demands
we were subject to none, and if a present only was meant,
that such depended on our generosity, which we should not
submit to any regulation but our own will and pleasure;
tho* herein we were deceived, as hereafter will appear.
I enquired upon this occasion of the Shaick (who is a
noted desart traveller) concerning the different rout[e]s, who
informed me that from Bassora to Aleppo there are three
different, the one of which they don't touch either at Meched
Ali or Cobiesse but strike more exactly across1, which makes
the journey some days shorter, he himself having performed
it in 252 days; but in the dry season water is there scarce and
at all times the common way or tract is what we came, unless
any impediments to or from the desart tribes, or otherwise,
obliges them to alter their course. As to the ways upon the
rivers side, where towns are frequent and consequently good
water and other refreshments are never wanting, this agree-
able rout[e] he said was impracticable, the imposition of the
Turks and other inhabitants along the banks, both to the
merchant and cameleer, would be insupportable. The other
route of the desart for caravans is that from Damascus to
Bagdat or Bassora3, exclusive of that which goes yearly and
1  The track usually followed by native riders and such travellers who
went with their own outfit, unattached to a caravan, such as Chesney in
1837.  Niebuhr records an even more direct route; see Voyage en Arable^
etc., 1780, vol. ii, p. 194.
2  Plaisted spent only 24 days actual travelling.
3  We have no record of caravans passing direct between Damascus
and Baghdad. We only know of the c Desert Post* between the two centres,
which was kept up until early in the twentieth century.